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Greetings Rotarian Genealogists! 

One of the most important things you can do to improve your genealogical research is to improve your 
genealogical skills with education. And these days, there are so many opportunities for genealogical 
education, the only problems are finding the time and deciding which classes to take. Here are a few of the 
opportunities I’ve been able to take advantage of this summer. 

Back in May, the National Genealogical Society held a virtual conference: NGS Live. I registered, but because 
of some scheduling conflicts I couldn’t attend much during the actual conference. So, thank goodness I 
signed up for NGS On Demand. After the conference, I received a flash drive with the 40 classes I selected 
plus some additional content. They had several different sized packages available and tiered prices, and the 
great news is that you can still sign up for NGS on-demand and receive your own flash drive full of classes. 
Just follow that link above to get started. The lectures I’ve seen so far are tremendous. 

Then in June, I signed up for the first time for GRIP: the Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh. I took a 
week off from other duties and virtually attended Blaine Bettinger’s DNA Basics class. The class ran all day 
Monday through Thursday, and half a day on Friday. I have been involved with DNA since testing my own Y-
chromosome at FamilyTreeDNA, back before consumer autosomal DNA testing was a thing. And since 
autosomal testing has been available, I’ve tested everyone in our family, and many friends. I knew the class 
would be a good review, but I wasn’t sure how much I’d learn with my experience. Wow, did I have a lot to 
learn! What a great opportunity to improve my DNA sleuthing skills. I am so glad I took the class, and I look 
forward to taking Blaine’s advanced DNA class next summer. 

And in July was the 2021 International German Genealogical Conference. Again, conflicting schedules 
prevented me from attending much of the live content. But I’m so glad I signed up for the “USB Works” 
package and look forward to receiving my flash drive full of classes. And again, the on-demand version of the 
conference is still available for purchase by following the above link. 

I encourage you to seek out your own genealogical 
education. Join your local genealogy society and attend 
their conferences. Find national conferences. Attend an 
Institute. Subscribe to a newsletter or two (or more) to 
stay current on genealogy news. Eastman’s Online 
Genealogy Newsletter (EOGN.com) and Extreme Genes 
(extremegenes.com) are two of the newsletters I receive 
by email, and there are many, many others. Go to the 
Education section of Cyndi’s List to get some ideas. 

Genealogy never stops and your education shouldn’t 
either. Take advantage of the many opportunities out 
there. You’ll be a better genealogist for it. 

Bill Harvey 
President of FORG 

This fellowship operates in accordance with Rotary International policy, but is not an agency of, or controlled by, Rotary International.  
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FORG Calendar—UK Times 

14 August 7:30 pm—8:30 pm (UTC+1) Membership Meeting 
15 October   Deadline for Newsletter Articles 
16 October   Board Meeting 
01 November   Newsletter Published 
 
Check out this link to easily convert times to your time zone. 
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FORG Members Meeting—August 14  
7:30 pm London Time 1:30 Central Time 

Special Speaker Peter Calver 

Way back in 1978 Peter founded one of the first companies 
to produce software for home use and he has written many 
sports related software applications. 

In 2003 he developed the Lost Cousins concept and he still 
runs the Lost Cousins website single-handedly, even though 
there are now over 90,000 registered members (however it 
would never have gotten off the ground if he hadn't had a 
friend who ran a web design company). As a member of 
Lost Cousins, Lawrence Tristram has found one (so far) on a 
branch of the family he had not even considered checking 
yet. 

There is a discussion article on our website called ‘What use is the census data?’ which Tris 
wrote and he mentioned Lost Cousins there. Peter will be able to tell us much more and 
also tell us about his newsletter which is very interesting. 

Please join us for this meeting. 

Zoom Meeting Link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4337626224?pwd=elJoLzlPWkRpTTgzY2F3YlF0a2trQT09 
Meeting ID: 433 762 6224 
Passcode: 20191110 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4337626224%3Fpwd%3DelJoLzlPWkRpTTgzY2F3YlF0a2trQT09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C59b4ae2876c942ba91b608d9526a99c6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637631441092372414%7CUnk
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Board Member Bio—Sue Beety 

Sue Beety of Menomonie, Wisconsin, USA is the current Secretary and Past President of FORG. In a former life, 
she worked as a Realtor, Dental Hygienist, as well as serving 19 years as an elected Alderperson on her city 
council. After retiring, genealogy became her obsession, enjoying the challenge that research provides and the 
family stories that are so important to preserve. Sue served many years as the secretary of her local county 
Genealogical Society and the West Central Rep of the Wisconsin State Genealogical Society Board of Directors.  

Sue is married to Dennis, also a Rotarian. Dennis and Sue are both from Minnesota. All Sue’s family lived, died, 
worked, etc. in Minnesota. She loves to drive to St. Paul (a 60 mile drive) and research her family. Michael and 
Mitchell, her grown sons, currently live in the Houston, Texas, area. (the site of the 2022 RI convention). The 
newest leaf on her tree is Vance Dennis Beety. He will be celebrating his first birthday June 1, 2022, in League 
City, Texas, the week of the RI Convention.  

Sue attended the RI International Convention in San Antonio with her husband/incoming president Dennis in 
2001. Until then, Sue thought Rotary was a club of old men and a few women, meeting for lunch every 
week and occasionally doing a project in the community. She was inspired by the commitment of 
Rotarians from all over the world that were dedicated to service in Rotary. Sue joined Rotary because 
she believes Rotary is truly the premier service organization and wanted to be part it. This was her first 
encounter with the House of Friendship and fellowships. Sue served as her club president in 2012-13. 
The road to President in her club is a 7 year commitment. The system allows each new president to have 
served in every Avenue of Service and as chair of the main fundraiser (rose sale). This system is hands-on 
training to every aspect of Rotary. Sue has served on many Rotary local and district committees. 
Membership has been her preferred committee on most of the boards she has served on. In 2014, 

fellow Rotarian, Lawrence Tristram of the UK was given her name from RI. Together, they brought FORG to life. FORG has proven yet again 
that Rotarians are the best volunteers on the planet and together they can do anything! 

New Member Bio—Charles Thomas 

I am a retired pharmacist in Alabama. Member of the Huntsville Rotary Club. I have been documenting on 
23&Me for some time now. Also on Ancestry. I am still fairly active in professional pharmacy associations as 
well as Rotary. I have an Ancestry file but not active for a while. I am also a member of the Sons of American 
Revolution -SAR where my patriot ancestor ( Isaac Coles) is documented.  

Any pointers anyone can give are appreciated.  

My Family tree is partially filled out on 23&me as well as Ancestry. 

  

How to Use an Address to Find Your Ancestor in the Census 
Kelly Bodami, Italian Genealogical Group newsletter, Volume 27, No. 9, May, 2021 

Sometimes we try to find someone in the census who just cannot be found. There are several explanations for this, especially among Italian 
and Italian-Americans. Census enumerators were often unfamiliar with the large variety of ethnic names and languages they encountered 
and sometimes the name was misspelled or recorded incorrectly. In other instances, the name was recorded correctly, but when the census 
was indexed, it was incorrectly entered in the database. 

More 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K8CaClXsMGTJYSMev7VITIE2qCPRA2UZ/view?usp=sharing
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FORG Pins 
FORG magnetic 
pins are included 
with a life 
membership ($100) 
and are available to 
other members for 
a $12 (free 
shipping) donation. 

Contact Sue Beety at 
secretary@RotarianGenealogist.org 

Conference Keeper is an amazing site to find genealogical 
conferences, webinars, etc. It lists itself as “the most complete 
collection of Genealogy events online!” Sign up for their newsletter, 
and you will always have up-to-date on virtual conferences both 
free and paid. 

Sept—Registration for RootsTech Connect 2022 (Mar 3-5) 

Sept 1-4 New York State Family History Conference 

Sept 17-19 Polish Genealogical Society of America Conference  

Sep 19-25 British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa  
Irish Lines and Female Finds: Exploring Irish Records, Female 
Ancestors, and Genetic Genealogy 

Sept 30—Oct 2 North Star Genealogy Conference Link to the Past, 
Path to the Future 

Oct 5-25 Southern California Genealogy Society Beginning 
Genealogy 

Oct 11-14 International Society for British Genealogy and Family 
History English and Irish Research Tracks 

Oct 11-15 Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International 
Celebrating Connections 

Oct 18-21 International Society for British Genealogy and Family 
History Scottish and Welsh Research Tracks 

Oct 31-Nov 5 Swenson Swedish Immigration Research Center at 
Augustana College Swedish American Genealogist Workshop 

2021 Nov 5-7 London RootsTech CANCELLED 

2022 May 25-28, National Genealogical Society Family History 
Conference Our American Mosaic, Sacramento, CA 

Conferences/Classes 

Message from your Webmaster 
Lawrence “Tris” Tristram lgtforg@gmail.com 

Update: I have no major updates planned but I will be examining how to improve the on-line registration process. 

Members Area: Being a member of a Fellowship means we have the opportunity to meet, greet and 
chat with other members worldwide on a topic that we are both interested in. 

To make this possible we have the members area. In this area, we have some of our previous 
meetings with links to videos and the ability to add meetings of other bodies we consider could be of 
interest to the rest of the membership.  

To me the most important part of membership is the member list, here you can search for other 
members by name, or by Club or District. If you are visiting somewhere, by doing this, you can find out 
whether there is a member in that area and make contact. But the, possibly, most exciting thing is you 
are able to search for names that members have added which they are researching and if these names 
coincide with any you are researching you can make contact, share information and, who knows, even 
breakdown a ‘brick wall’ by collaborating with them. I encourage all members who have not yet done 
so to add up to 8 names (i.e. the 8 great-grand parents family names) you may be researching.  

In order to do this you have to be registered on the site and most of us are. However, our Secretary Sue has been checking the member 
database against the registered users and found a number of those who joined using hard copy (primarily those who joined at conventions) 
are not included. My task in the next several days is to add these members and as I do this, each person will receive an email from the site 
(the sender will appear as Wordpress) giving your login details. Please, when this arrives, login and check your profile. 

Finally I encourage you to have a stroll around the site, enjoy it and if you can dream up a feature I could add let me know. Just not too 
complicated, please. 

Beginners’ Guides—Have a Plan 

When I first began my genealogy research, I did 
not have a research plan. I wandered through 
records without a roadmap and went down many 
dead end trails. I also followed many “bright shiny 
objects” (or ADGD as shown to the right) which 
would end with some fun trails but not usually 
answers to my questions. Amy Johnson Crow’s 
podcast/article, “The Genealogy Research 
Process: The WANDER Method” may help keep 
you from wandering aimlessly through your 
research. She also supplies a printable to keep you on track. 

Check out her article here. 

mailto:secretary@RotarianGenealogist.org
https://conferencekeeper.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/rtc2021/
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/nysfhc
https://pgsa.org/product/2021-pgsa-conference-sept-17-18-19-2021/
https://bifhsgo2021.ca/
https://mngs.org/
https://www.scgsgenealogy.com/
https://www.isbgfh.com/BRITISH-INSTITUTE/
https://www.isbgfh.com/BRITISH-INSTITUTE/
https://cgsi.org/2021-cgsi-conference
https://www.isbgfh.com/BRITISH-INSTITUTE/
https://www.isbgfh.com/BRITISH-INSTITUTE/
https://www.augustana.edu/swenson/genealogy/workshop
https://www.augustana.edu/swenson/genealogy/workshop
https://www.rootstech.org/london?lang=eng
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/speaker-call-for-proposals/
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/speaker-call-for-proposals/
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/genealogy-research-process-wander-method/
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 Eight Tips for Finding Ancestors Prior to 1850 
If you’ve traced your family back to 1850 in the United States, congratulations! 
As you peer deeper into the past, you may find the trail is harder to follow. 
Gone are federal census records that list everyone by name and age, replaced 
by enumerations naming only heads-of-household. Use these eight tips to 
discover your distant roots!  

More 

One Touch Genealogy Research: How to Handle a Record Just Once 
Printed with Permission from Thomas MacEntee 

What is the One Pass Approach to Genealogy Research? 

What if you only had one chance in a lifetime to access a document you 
absolutely needed to break through a genealogical brick wall? This often 
happens when you are traveling overseas, perhaps visiting an archive in 
the land of your ancestors, and you know you’ll never make that trip again. 
Or, it could even happen with online searching believe it or not! (See Never 
Again Tell Yourself “I’ll get back to that later” below)  

In addition, do you find yourself pulling up the same docment to try and 
prove a certain fact like a birth date? Wouldn’t it be great if you could 
“wring out” the document and get every last detail the first time? 

One of the skill sets a savvy genealogist develops is the ability to “snag” a 
record and all its information as quickly as possible, but at the same time, 
evaluate the usefulness of the record and its data. I call this the One Pass 
Approach which is: 

The ability to quickly evaluate a record, save and secure an image of the 
record, extract as much information as possible AND write a basic souce 
citation denoting how, when and where you accessed the record. 

More 

Kansas Pioneers from Library of Congress 

Genealogy trips can bring your family 
history alive! 

Online archives and DNA have made it 
easier than ever to discover our ancestors 
and our heritage. So why not visit the 
places where your great-great-
grandparents lived and died? 

As you walk where they walked and do 
the things they did, you and your family 
will better understand “why you are, the 
way you are.” 

Here are 15 tiups to help you plan a 
genealogy trip for your family. You will 
have fun—and you may even discover 
more ancestors along the way! 

More 

15 Great Ways to Plan a Family History 
Vacation That Will Be Fun For All Ages. 

By Cathy Wallace 

https://www.familytreemagazine.com/heritage/early-american/digging-deeper-finding-ancestors-prior-to-1850/?trk_msg=6CQ2CV6CSEDKLBPCAESUK96L28&trk_contact=SMVN1PQ9OS186FVJR7CVI3J47O&trk_module=new&trk_sid=Q1MROL0NFD75LCD26TTC39O5H4&trk_link=QFIMI2SVHKPKP4C2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13BeX9GCbUcQ5hFYGP2mA63EzC9OSqdL-/view?usp=sharing
https://blog.billiongraves.com/genealogy-trips-are-the-new-family-vacation/
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Family Recipes 

Forgotten Cookies 

 
Ingredients 
2 egg whites at room temperature 
2/3 C sugar 
Pinch salt 
1 tsp vanilla 
1 C finely chopped pecans (optional) 
1 C chocolate chips 
 
Instructions 
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
2. Beat egg whites until foamy. 
3. Gradually add sugar and continue beating until they hold stiff peaks. 
4. Add salt and vanilla. 
5. Stir well. 
6. Stir in pecans and chocolate chips. 
7. Cover cookie sheet with foil and grease with butter or margarine. 
8. Drop by teaspoonfuls onto the foil. 
9. Put in oven then turn the oven off. 
10. Leave overnight in oven with door closed. 
 
Luanne Newman, Member 

Time-tested recipes from my maternal grandmother Olga Wille Fromm 

Lemon Bars 

Luanne Newman, Member 

Time-tested recipes from my maternal grandmother Olga Wille Fromm. She wrote it 
by hand in a recipe spiral she gave me when I got married in 1977. 

 

Crust 
 

Ingredients 
2 C flour 
1 C margarine 
1/2 C powdered sugar 
 

Instructions 
1. Mix flour, margarine and sugar 

together. 
2. Pat in 14 x 12 x 10 1/2 inch pan. 
3. Bake 20 minutes at 350 degrees. 
 
 

Filling 
 

Ingredients 
4 eggs 
4 T lemon juice 
Grated lemon rind (optional) 
1 t baking powder 
2 C sugar 
 

Instructions 
1. Mix all ingredients together and pour 

over crust. 
2. Bake 25 minutes at 350 degrees. 
3. Cool. 

Frosting/Topping 
 

Ingredients 
1 1/2 C powdered sugar 
1 t vanilla 
2 T butter 
1 T milk 
 

Instructions 
1. Mix ingredients. 
2. Frost bars. 

Photo from lanascooking.com 

https://www.lanascooking.com/forgotten-cookies/





	2021-08 FORG Newsletter.pdf
	Findagrave.pdf

